
Good Morning Fellowship,  
How should we respond to God’s grace beyond initially trusting Christ for our salvation?
Our personal response to God’s grace should evoke gratitude that compels us to love
and serve Him. Ideally, we should consider one another as valuable as God does. Join us
this Sunday as we let God’s word (Eph. 1:15-17) guide us to a life of service and love for
God and for one another.      

 ~Larry
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Sermon Series:
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Ephesians 1:15-17 reveals the believer’s wise response to God’s Grace.
(Review of verses 3-14)

1. God the Father selects us (initiates our salvation)  1:3-6

3. God the Spirit seals us (as possessing salvation)  1:13-14

2. God the Son saves us (secures our salvation)  1:7-12

1. With gratitude for all His blessings and for other believers—constantly
(Eph. 1:16a; Col. 1:4-12; 1Thess. 1:3-10)

How should we respond to God's grace?  1:15-17
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Because God values us so highly     (Eph. 1:15a reviewing Eph. 1:3-14)

 Selects 1:3-6

 Saves  1:7-12

 Seals   1:13-14 

Because of their/our upright behavior—evidence of our position in Christ (Eph 1:15)

 Faith in the Lord 

 Day to day (exercised) faith

Because of their/our love for all the saints     (John 13:33-35)

 A proper relationship with God should lead to a proper relationship with other 
 believers.

 It takes faith to love.
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For the same reasons as we thank God for them

 Position

 Behavior that gives evidence of readiness to learn and grow

 --Faith—cultivation requires testing

 --Love—the exercise of love requires faith

For a spirit of:

 Wisdom—takes time to cultivate  (Eph. 1:17)

 Revelation of the knowledge of Him—
 takes time and faith to cultivate        (Eph. 1:17)

 --More than abstract knowledge of God, or even objective facts about God

 --A personal and intimate knowledge of God and His character brought about 
 by the Holy Spirit in relationship

2. By praying for other believers  (Eph. 1:16-17)

As important as it is to talk to people about God,
It is more important to talk to God about people.
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My personal application of this passage:

Questions for individual study and LIFE Groups:

1. What does a person worthy of imitation look like? Is there anyone in our lives
who is an imitator of Christ? How well do we imitate Christ?

2. What motivates us to love and service?

3. What are some verses that relate to a grateful attitude?

4. What does ingratitude reveal about a person’s character? How do we feel when
we are faced with the ingratitude of others?

5. How does reflecting on the benefits of our position in Christ make us feel and
act?

6. What are some of our responsibilities to one another? What does this passage
tell us about how we should pray for one another?

7. What does it mean to have a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge
of Christ?


