
Good Morning Fellowship,  

How can we really know the will of God? Every believer would like to know how to
answer this critical question, especially when faced with a significant decision. This
Sunday we will look at Ephesians 5:17 and take a deep dive into the Bible to
discover how to discern the will of God.                
                                                                                                ~Grant
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How do we discern the will of God?

"So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is." 
                                                                                             Ephesians 5:17

"Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I
am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will
be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’..." 
                                                                                             Isaiah 46:9–10  

God’s will is more focused on who we become
than what we do or where we go.
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  Be Spirit-filled (Eph. 5:18)                                 

  Be sanctified                         

"For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain
from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own
vessel in sanctification and honor..." 
                                                                             1 Thessalonians 4:3–4 

"This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth." 
                                                                                       1 Timothy 2:3–4 

 Be saved                                    

God’s will is clearly communicated in His word:
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  Be willing to suffer  (1 Peter 2:20-25)                      

  Be submissive  (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13–15)                    

"For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps..." 
                                                                                    1 Peter 2:21 

  Rejoice, pray, and be thankful                       

"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." 
                                                                             1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 
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 Commit yourself to God and His Word                            37:3a1.

   2. Cultivate faithfulness                                                       37:3b
 
 
 
 
 

Bloom where you are planted.

Key principles to finding God’s will:

"I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment
is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me."
 

                                                                                           John 5:30 

"Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent
word to Him and called Him. A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said
to Him, 'Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.'
Answering them, He said, 'Who are My mother and My brothers?'
Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, 'Behold My
mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother
and sister and mother.'”
 

                                                                                          Mark 3:31–35  

"Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. For
they will wither quickly like the grass and fade like the green herb. Trust in
the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. Delight
yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit
your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He will do it. He will bring forth
your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday. Rest in
the Lord and wait patiently for Him...”
 

                                                                                          Psalm 37:1-7a
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God’s wisdom and God’s will work together (see Eph. 5:15-16, 17)

   3. Consider the desires that God is giving you                    37:4-7a

Insights to learning and living out God’s will:

"Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service
of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfect...”
 

                                                                                          Romans 12:1–2 

Trust God to walk through open doors as He opens them and gives
you the desire

God’s will may very well develop us through a “zig-zag” process
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God accomplishes His work in us and
through us as we walk in His will.

"They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and after they came to
Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not
permit them; and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. A vision
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and
appealing to him, and saying, 'Come over to Macedonia and help us.' 
When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.”
 

                                                                                          Acts 16:6–10 

"Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of
the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 
equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.”
 

                                                                                       Hebrews 13:20–21  

My personal application of this passage:
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Questions for individual study and LIFE Groups:

1.  Why do Christians have a strong desire to know God’s will?

2.  Can you share an example of how you or another person has tried to know God’s
will on an important matter?

3.  How does Ephesians 5:17 stress the importance of discerning God’s will?

4.  What do we learn from Ephesians 5:17 about those who do not desire to know
God’s will?

5.  What role does Scripture have in identifying God’s will for your life?

6.  What insights have you learned from this study that can be helpful to discerning
God’s will?


