
 
 

How Fellowship in the Gospel Fuels the Faith of God’s People    Philippians 1:12-18 
 

The Journey of Joy in Christ   
A Series in the Book of Philippians 
Copyright © 2025 by Grant Kaul. All rights reserved.   
 

 
I have found that one of the greatest challenges in the Christian life is holding on to joy when life feels 
like it’s unraveling. Maybe you’ve been there. Things seem fine when life is running smoothly, but then 
the roadblocks appear: fatigue that drains your body, worries and problems wear down your soul, or 
the burdens of finances, health, or family conflict take the wind out of your sails. Add to that the 
heartbreak of watching those you love undergo suffering, and joy can start to feel like a distant memory 
or even an impossible dream. Knowing how to live in Christ is why God has given us the letter to the 
Philippians. As the Apostle Paul writes from prison, he reminds us that true joy is not tied to comfort or 
circumstances, but in the fellowship in the gospel of Jesus Christ (1:5-6).  
 
The heartbeat of Philippians is joy in knowing Jesus, not a shallow happiness that evaporates under 
pressure, but a deep, settled confidence in God that comes from “participation in the gospel” (1:5). For 
Paul, fellowship with Christ, His people, and His disciple-making mission in the world (Matt. 28:18-20) 
was his greatest treasure. That perspective gave him the ability to rejoice even when chained to various 
Roman guards as he faced an uncertain future. Fellowship in the gospel means we are not spectators in 
the Christian life, but partners together in Christ’s mission. Philippians 1:12-18 highlights what 
“fellowship in the gospel” produces in all who grow in their union with Christ, love for His people, and 
partnership in His mission. 
 
What does fellowship in the gospel produce? 
 
 

1. A God-centered approach to life  1:12-13 
 

Paul’s perspective in Philippians 1:12–13 is striking. Looking back over the past five years, he could 
easily recall the beatings, unjust imprisonment, shipwreck, and now constant chains. It would be easy 
for him to have asked, “Is this fair?” Instead, his only question was, “Is this accomplishing something for 
God’s kingdom purpose?” Rather than stalling the mission of making disciples of all the nations, his 
chains actually propelled it forward. He refused to measure life by comfort or fairness but by gospel 
fruitfulness. Even though he arrived in Rome as a prisoner instead of a preacher, Paul believed his 
imprisonment had “turned out for the greater progress of the gospel.” What seemed like a human 
tragedy was, in reality, a divine strategy. His chains gave him access to the Praetorian Guard of Caesar’s 
elite soldiers, men of great influence and future leadership. Day after day, they not only heard Paul’s 
prayers, letters, and gospel conversations, but they witnessed his patience, humility, and integrity 
under pressure. The very chains that appeared to silence him became God’s platform for advancing the 
gospel. 
 
This perspective holds a powerful lesson for us. Paul didn’t waste his energy asking, “Why me?” 
Instead, he consecrated his chains to Christ and asked, “How might God use this?” His imprisonment 
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reminds us that God can use all of life’s circumstances and trials to accomplish His purposes. Our 
“chains” today may appear as a challenging job, a sickbed, financial limitations, or disappointments 
that weigh us down. But if Christ is our treasure, none of it is wasted. Like Paul, we can flourish where 
God plants us and turn our prisons into pulpits. Joy is not found in perfect circumstances but in 
knowing that God can redeem every hardship for His glory. The challenge is to adopt Paul’s mindset: 
not “How is this fair?” but “How can this be fruitful for Christ?” We ask God, “What would you have me 
learn? What would you have me do? What is your will in this?” When we see life this way, our fellowship 
in the gospel fuels our joy and faith and advances God’s kingdom in places we never imagined. 
 

2. A gospel-driven courage   1:14 
 

Paul’s imprisonment in Rome could have easily discouraged the church. Instead, it had the opposite 
effect. His chains, far from silencing the gospel, became a testimony that amplified it. Believers who 
saw Paul’s joyful endurance under trial were stirred to greater boldness in their own witness. What was 
intended to silence him actually spread courage throughout the church. The word “speak” in verse 14 
doesn’t mean preaching formal sermons but rather everyday conversations about Christ. Paul’s 
faithfulness under pressure reminded the church that the gospel is worth living and dying for. If Paul 
could remain joyful in chains, then surely those living in freedom could speak Christ without fear. 
 
This is the power of gospel-driven courage: courage encourages courage. Just as discouragement 
spreads quickly, so does faithfulness. Paul’s example is a reminder that people are always watching 
how we handle hardship. Our steadfast faith may be the very spark that ignites courage in someone 
else. Like Joseph in Genesis 50:20, Paul could look at his suffering and say, “What others meant for evil, 
God used for good.” The same is true today. Our response to our trials may become someone else’s 
encouragement to engage in a deeper pursuit of Christ and His ministry. God can take a single act of 
courage and turn it into a firestorm of bravery. The challenge for us is to recognize our influence, 
encourage others intentionally, and step forward in courage ourselves. What Paul’s enemies thought 
would silence him multiplied his ministry. Your Spirit-filled faithfulness can do the same, motivating 
faithfulness in others in the cause of Christ. 
 

3. A grace-filled perspective to ministry 1:15-18 
 

Some of the deepest discouragements in ministry come not from unbelievers but from fellow believers. 
Paul experienced this firsthand while imprisoned in Rome. There were those who preached Christ out 
of sincere love, hoping to encourage him and glorify Christ. Others, however, preached out of envy, 
rivalry, and selfish ambition, seizing the chance to promote themselves while Paul was imprisoned. They 
were not preaching a false gospel, but their motives were mixed, and their intent, in part, was to make 
Paul’s imprisonment even harder. That kind of opposition stings, because it comes from within the 
family of faith. Yet rather than giving in to resentment or self-pity, Paul chose a radically different 
perspective. He refused to let bitterness control him and kept his eyes fixed on the advancement of the 
gospel. 
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Paul’s response is remarkable. He asked, “What do their misguided motives matter to me? The 
important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or pure, Christ is preached. Because of 
this, I rejoice” (v. 18). Instead of focusing on the messenger, he focused on the message. His 
confidence was rooted in God’s sovereignty. The Apostle believed his imprisonment was not an 
accident but an assignment. For Paul, the gospel’s progress mattered more than his personal comfort 
or reputation. This grace-filled, God-centered perspective freed him from the paralyzing grip of 
discouragement. His example calls us to examine our own motives, to expect opposition, even from 
unexpected places, and to rejoice whenever Christ is proclaimed. When we respond this way, we rob 
discouragement of its power and give glory to Christ. 
 

Fellowship in the gospel fuels the faith of God’s people. 
 
 
Passage Investigation: Prayerfully engage with the passage by reading it multiple times. Ask, “What 
is this saying?” and “Why did God have this recorded?” Look for the natural, normal meaning of the 
words and phrases and identify the meaning in context. Write down your observations about what the 
passage reveals about God, Christ, His kingdom, humanity, sin, the gospel, trials, and faith. Ask key 
questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? Let your investigation lead to a deeper 
understanding and love for God and His word. 
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LIFE Application: Questions for our journey of joy in living out the LIFE we have in Christ 
(Loving God, Investing in others, Following His word, and Engaging our world) 

 
1. When life feels unfair or overwhelming, how can Paul’s example of asking “How can this be 

fruitful for Christ?” (instead of “Why me?”) reshape the way you respond to trials? 
 
 

2. What circumstance in your life right now, whether responsibilities, limitations, or hardships, 
could God be using as a platform for the gospel? How might you view them differently in light 
of Paul’s perspective? 

 
 

3. Paul’s courage in prison stirred courage in others. Who has inspired you by the way they faced 
hardship, and how can your own response to trials help strengthen the faith of those around 
you? 

 
 

4. Why do you think opposition from fellow believers often hurts more than opposition from 
unbelievers? How can Paul’s response in verses 15–18 help us guard against bitterness when 
that happens? 

 
 

5. Paul rejoiced that “Christ is preached” even when people had wrong motives. What does this 
teach us about focusing on the message rather than the messenger, and how might Paul’s 
mindset shape the way we handle criticism? 

 
 

6. Fellowship and “participation in the gospel” (1:5) mean we are not spectators but partners in 
Christ’s mission. What practical steps can you take this week to encourage others in our church 
or community to grow in boldness, joy, and Christ-centered perseverance? 

 
 


